Times Square’s Digital
New Year’s Eve Ball

A revered tradition gets a very modern

upgrade for its 100th birthday

Ev: DAy Bartsour

Fiea. 1 & Aendecisag of ihw Dal

This year marks tha 100th anniversary of tha drogping of the
Times Souare Ball on MNew Yeas Eve—and, lar 2007, s
tradition has been redesigned and m-engnoesed {or the 215t
cerhury, Takong advantage of solid-slale fechrology, s design
ieam at Foous Lighting has transfonmad the ball inko a glosang
crysinl ashenckl that 8 carsn o make g bg impressson, Working
anth Counbdown Endertanmant, the spansor of tha Nea Yaar's
Ewa avant; Watardord Crysial, the maker of the bal, and a numbes
ol amertainment 1achnology specialiats, including Phiips Lighting
Hudsan Scanic Studiog, and E:Due Lighting Gonlrod on thea
ojec], Focus has given this revered irodilion an emtinsdy new
loohk, while homaring s staored past

The history of the ball
The first Maw Year's Eve Ball dropped from One Times: Souses in
1907. I was conatructad of ircn and wood, containad one
rurdrad 5% bulbs, was 5 in diameter and vwen] hed TO0DE.
[Foday, ane imagines, it would barety be visble ) It was mplaced
in 1520 with & 400k, ball made antirsly of inon. For a cantury
dropping of he ball has been an annual event, except for 1842
angd 43, whon wartima dim-out niles appliad

The ball was redasgred in 1855; the ey varsion was made of
alurmirum, cuthrg tha wasght 1o 1505, The nes] meEer do-owes
wian i the ‘Bls. whean s implementstion ol red kght bulbs and a
greon sism tumed it indo an sople for tha tamous | Lova New
Fork” campagn. Tha nest major uporaeda was in 1898, when he
lbardl gt an plumenum skin, rhinestones, strobes, and computar
controis. Then in 2000, Tor 1he millernium celebraion, § nes ball,
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garnigned by Watanom Cryslal of Ireland. was imglermenbad

In 2005, says Jeff Straus, presidend of Countdown
Entartairemant, “We knes wa wanied fo do somathing special for
2007, Me hundredlh anniversary. We pul oul & reguest for a
proposal, with Waterford and Philips Lightng, Part of our bred
was o Inciucks LED lachnohogy. Wa waniad o maintain the iy
iradifion, Bul we wanied 1o uss new ghting teschnology. We also
wantod a plug-and-play philbsophy—the old ball took thres daya
o BEsamiie, plus 1esting. Thea new Bal can be assernbled ina
day

Foous Lighting—Paul Gragory, principsl ighting designe,
Christing Hope, progect lighling desgher—aon the compertiton
Accomding to a statement from Focus, “The challange was 1o
explome @nd enhancs the beilliant taceis of the Waterfond crestal,
crealing e mppeamnocs of a sparkiing gem in tha above Times
Squane==not only for the more than cne miflicn revelian balow,
Buf gta0 foe tha mom Bisn ors Bilion | sevision viewers
wordwida.”

Thia biall thiat ‘Wateriord dasipned Tor 1his year's el S nasmad
“Let There Ba Light;” ii’s the Brst of a sanes of designs, which tall
under the nubric “Waorld of Celebratons * The veer's ball tsatures
i stylizag, radiging sunbursl made of 672 Waterford crysind
irinngles. an increase of 188 trangles over last year, Tha
addiicnal fnangles eplace e aeas previously ocoupled by
Ighitailbs &nd Bhar Basas

The crystal triangies measune 4.75" 10 5.75" on sach sids, and
am approamately 308° thick: esch friangles weighs B.5sz. Foar the
firsd 1im, 1he trangles will feature cutting on both sidas (mona
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“Wa wantad o take a ey (haalncal
appmach,” says Gregony, who sdde (hal
ha bl = gasigned i work, far the avern! s
iy differerd conglitusnciie. “We
arayTed ofterant visws ol e Bl
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TECHNICAL FOCUS: LIGHTING/VIDED
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TECHNICAL FOCUS : LIGHTING/VIDED
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